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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Stimulus Works
Weatherizing Homes and Training New Yorkers for Green Jobs

Syracuse, NY April 7, 2010 —CongressmaBan Maffei of the 25" District of New York, alongwith
influential leaderan WeatherizatiorandCommunityAction from acrosshe Stateandcountry,gatheredatthe
New York StateWeatherizatiorDirectorsAssociation'YNYSWDA) Training Centerduringthe Stimulus at
Work: Spotlight on Weatherization and Green Jobs event. Thiseventpromotedthe succes®f the American
RecoveryandReinvestmenfct (ARRA), which delivered$5 billion to the WeatherizatiorAssistance
Programin orderto helpget Americaon theright trackandassisthosewho aremostaffectedby rising prices
anddiminishingsalaries.

The eventhighlightedhow the WeatherizatiorAssistancd’rogramhelpslow-incomefamilieswho aremost
affectedby therecessionive in moresecuremorecomfortable andlessenergy-intensivédomeswhich helps
reducemonthlyhouseholdexpensesindfreesup moneyfor otheressentialsuchasfood or medicine.

“All toofrequently,familieseligible for this servicefeel hopelesandfind it unbelievabldghattheyhavebeen
fortunateenoughto receivethis significantbenefit,” saidAmy Turner,ExecutiveDirectorfor the Mohawk
Valley CommunityAction AssociationrandBoardPresidentor theNew York StateCommunityAction
Association.

“The stimulushasprovidedthe WeatherizatiorAssistancé’rogramnetworkwith a platformto truly show
whatthis programcando,” saidDeniseHarlow, CEO d theNew York StateCommunityAction Association.
“In New York State,subgranteet the Weatherizatiorissistancd’rogramareoperatingat a high level of
success.Forexample CommunityAction AgenciessuchasAction for a BetterCommunityin Rochesteare
at 38% of theirtotal contractproductiongoal afterjust onequarterof work. Herein SyracusePEACEis atan
impressives8%.”

To furtherpromoteARRA and the WeatherizatiorAssistancd’rogramthis eventshowcasedYSWDA'’s
week-longWeatherizatiolBoot Campwith personaktoriesof recoveryandlive Weatherization
demonstrationprovidedby Boot Camptraineesyangingfrom air-sealingandinsulatingtechniquego blower
doorset-upanduse. This Boot Camptrainingis offeredto individualsacrosdNew York Stateandprovides
hands-on-trainingn thelatestin Weatherization.Theseskills will providefor a skilled workforceenteringthe
greenbuilding industry.



“We are teaching skills for jobs that will have sustaining power beyond the stimulus,” said Andy Stone,
Executive Director for NYSWDA. “The Weatherization Boot Camp trains people on the latest technologies,
preparing for a skilled workforce entering the green building industry, which will help reduce national energy
consumption and curb the reliance on foreign oil.”

“Weatherization works, especially here in New York,” said Turner. Trainees are receiving cutting edge skKills
and knowledge that will make them marketable in this rapidly growing arena of energy conservation. ARRA
has given us the ability to offer this opportunity to more low-income unemployed individuals.”

About NYSCAA:

The New York State Community Action Association is the state association representing New York’s 52 Community
Action Agencies. For more than 40 years, Community Action Agencies have been the proven local, grassroots,
federally-designated network of anti-poverty agencies in New York State. With a statewide network that can reach
every New Yorker, Community Action Agencies form a service delivery system that connects individuals and families
to the services they need in order to achieve economic self-sufficiency.

About NYSWDA:

NYSWDA, celebrating their 25" anniversary, provides a collective voice and influences public policy for directors of
the Weatherization Assistance Program across the State. This developed into a uniquely collegial relationship with
the State and federal administrators and helped shape the New York State program into one of the best in the
nation.



