Weatherization Program Helps Local Family Save Money
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MIDDLEBURG, Fla. --  Five years ago, Estelle Sanderlin and her family purchased a mobile home, and they have been struggling with high electric bills since.

"We knew for a single-wide trailer a $500 a month electric bill is not what it is supposed to be," Sanderlin said. 

The 1985 home leaked like sieve. Looking for help, she turned to the Housing Partnership of Northeast Florida Weatherization Assistance Program.

"I heard about it and contacted them. Five months later, they came out, inspected and started doing the work," said Sanderlin. 

Walter Dunn, the project supervisor, said the home was in "pretty bad shape." 

The staff installed a coating on the roof and a new front door. They replaced a few windows, installed solar screens on the southerly exposed windows, and much more to make Sanderlin's home more energy efficient.

"We installed weather
 stripping around the back door, wrapped an insulation blanket around the water heater and installed low flow shower heads," said Dunn.

The vice president of the Housing Partnership of Northeast Florida said the weatherization assistance program is aimed at Clay County homeowners. "We can do quite a bit," said Gina Birmingham.

She added, "We expect to improve a home's efficiency by 30 percent or more, we can really make a difference. For a person living on a fixed income, we can make a huge difference."  

Sanderlin keeps her thermostat at 68 degrees, and with the recent weatherization expects her next electric bill to be dramatically lower.

"I am hoping it will be," said Sanderlin.

The program has certain income guidelines. Residents in Florida and Georgia are eligible, and can contact various agencies based on their county of residence.
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